Surgical management of abdominal aortic aneurysms in Poland. A multi-centre study.
Abdominal aortic aneurysm resections were performed on 941 patients between 1987 and 1991 in nine selected university vascular units in Poland. The aim of the study was (1) to determine how grave the problem of abdominal aortic aneurysms is in the main vascular centres in our country, (2) to evaluate the methods of management, (3) to trace the most common postoperative complications, and (4) to estimate results. Hospital mortality rate for 730 elective and urgent resections was 8.2%. The emergency resection mortality rate for ruptured aneurysm was 60.2%. The most common postoperative general complications were: cardiac (178-18.9%), pulmonary (76-8.1%), renal failure (58-6.2%) and cerebrovascular accidents (23-2.4%). The postoperative local complications (113) occurred in 87 (9.2%) patients. The most common were: colon ischemia (22-3.5%), haemorrhage (30-3.2%), acute graft occlusion (22-2.3) and peripheral embolism (19-2%). Sixty-five patients required early reoperation undergoing a total of 74 additional operative procedures. The local complications occurring in analysed material significantly influenced the results. Mortality in reoperated patients was almost twice as high as among those not reoperated (p < 0.01). Analysis of the material revealed no differences in the obtained results of aneurysm surgery in the succeeding years of our study, when expecting improvement in the last years. The cause of this could be treatment of more high risk patients. The absolute number of patients with abdominal aortic aneurysms referred to the unit influenced results.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)